
Name of Lesson Plan:  Introduction to Famous Americans Grade Level:  3
rd

                

Topic: George Washington  Time required: 45 min.  Space:  Classroom 

Preparer:  Christina Millson Audience:  Whole Group   Number of Students:  22 

 

Resources: Projector, Microsoft Office Power Point Presentation, Speakers, Interactive notes 

 

VA Social Studies: 
3.11 The student will explain the importance of the basic principles that form the foundation of a 

republican form of government by 

a) describing the individual rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and equality 

under the law; 
b) identifying the contributions of George Washington; Thomas Jefferson; Abraham Lincoln; 

Rosa Parks; Thurgood Marshall; Martin Luther King, Jr.; and Cesar Chavez; 

 

Behavioral Objectives: Given power point presentation of George Washington, students will 

describe his life and contributions using a graphic organizer. 

Given power point presentation and read aloud of Washington’s life students will sequence the 

events in his life and explain his contributions.   

 

Lesson Description: 

 

Introduction: Begin by introducing students to the new unit of social studies, Famous 

Americans.  Explain to students that they have begun researching about a famous American 

through their biography banner project and that each individual in the class has a different 

individual, emphasizing that there have been many famous individuals from the US over the past 

three hundred years.  Ask students to write down what they know about Famous Americans in 

the “before section” in their interactive notes.  Tell students they should at the very least be able 

to write a bit about the famous American they are studying for their biography banner projects.                

 

Content Focus: Display PowerPoint presentation using projector and screen.  Presentation gives 

a brief review of the basic principles of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and background 

information about George Washington.  The first page answers the question “Who were these 

famous Americans?” Tell students that the famous Americans were individuals who defended 

the basic principles.  The second page begins a short biography about George Washington’s life, 

discussing his childhood, job as a surveyor, position the Continental Army, and role in writing 

the Constitution.  After reading the power point together as a class, return to the first slide to 

highlight interactive notes.  Students highlight the underlined portions and then draw a picture to 

represent the basic principles.  Then go to the final page of power point and have students 

highlight underlined portions of slide.  Students then draw a picture to represent George 

Washington (dollar bill, Washington monument etc.).  Students then complete the portion of 

their “Famous Americans Graphic Organizer” about George Washington.   

 

Closure: Read biography of George Washington, asking students to sequence the events his life 

at the end of the story.   

 



Evaluation:  Formative: Observe students’ attention and focus during power point presentation.  

Assess students’ answers to questions asked during the presentation.  Observe students as they 

fill out graphic organizer.  Answers to questions asked after reading biography.  

Summative:  Students’ quality and completion of portion of graphic organizer about Washington 

and at the end of the Famous Americans unit.  Test at the end of the Famous Americans unit.    

 

Differentiation: The visual and auditory components of the lesson meet the needs of diverse 

audio and visual learning styles.  The information about George Washington is also provided in 

repetition, first in power point form and then in the form of a read aloud.  The repetition is 

especially helpful for those students with learning disabilities.   

 

Background Information: The United States government was founded on the basic principles 

of life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.  Americans throughout the history of the US have 

worked to defend these principles.  These famous individuals include George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, Thurgood Marshall, Rosa Parks, Ceasar Chavez, and Martin Luther King Jr.  

George Washington was born in 1732 in Westmoreland County, VA and after his father died he 

helped his mother on their farm at Ferry Farm.  After receiving some formal education he 

became a surveyor of land, working to measure land and determine its value.  At age 20 

Washington joined the military of the colony of Virginia and became a major, serving in the 

French and Indian War.  Washington also served as a member of the House of Burgesses and 

boycotted goods from Britain after realizing how unfairly the colonists were being treated and 

taxed by the royal crown in Britain. It was through this boycott that Washington began to fight 

for the rights of the colonists.  He was then one of the delegates at the first meeting of the 

Continental Congress in 1774, at which leaders of the thirteen colonies discussed their feelings 

about the actions taken by Britain.  At the following meeting of the Continental Congress 

Washington was elected as commander in chief of the Continental Army and fought against the 

British in the Revolutionary War for independence.  In 1787 Washington acted as the VA 

delegate at the Constitutional Convention to create the Constitution and was elected the first 

president of the US shortly thereafter in 1789.                
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